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and that It was too risky to leave power and authority in
an official surrounded by all the temptations of India. Two
conditions he regarded as indispensable to reform. The
final authority must be at home, and there must be some
element and promise of permanence In the system of govern-
ment
To secure these objects Fox proposed to supersede the
Court of Directors by a Board of seven Commissioners ; the
first Commissioners to be named In the Bill, and future ap-
pointments to the Board to be vested in the Crown. These
Commissioners were to sit for four years. There was also
to be a subordinate body of nine assistant directors chosen
by the Legislature from among the largest proprietors, for
the purpose of managing the details of commerce. The
proceedings of these bodies were to be entirely public, and
they were to be kept most carefully In records for the In-
spection of both Houses of Parliament. Similarly all the
officials in India were to keep careful minutes of all their
transactions for the information of Parliament. Publicity
and responsibility to Parliament were the central principles
of Fox's remedy for the misgovernment of India. The Ideas
underlying the Bill were borrowed largely from North's
suggestions during the last year of his Ministry. North had
proposed that the power of the Governor-General should be
strengthened, and that a tribunal should be established in
England for the purpose of exercising jurisdiction over all
servants of the Company In India. Fox rejected the first
of these Ideas, and applied the second. The principle of
nominating officials by Act of Parliament had of course
been adopted In the Regulating Act of 1773, by which
Parliament appointed Warren Hastings as Govern or-General,
and appointed his council of four. It was clear that this
scheme was vulnerable In many particulars. It was In the
first place a fairly direct and complete subversion of the
Charter of the Company. Pitt attacked it vigorously on
this ground, and all Banks and other great corporations
quickly took alarm and set up a furious clamour. Fox
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